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COMMUNIT Y VALUE | L A ND OW NER S
From acres of native oaks, to lush, maintained landscapes, Edmond is a community that values trees.
The city is in a unique geographic location, exhibiting both native prairie and a large amount of the
valuable Cross Timbers ecosystem.
U N IQU E L A N DSCA PE
The Cross Timbers is a unique ecosystem that we are fortunate to have here in Edmond. This relatively
old forest type with prairie spotted throughout grows from Kansas south to north Texas, and from
western Arkansas to Interstate Highway 35. The trees are smaller than those in eastern forests, shaped
by Oklahoma’s climate and soils, but they are resilient and well-adapted to the stressors of the region.
Many of these trees grow very slowly, and though their trunks may be small in diameter, some of them
have been alive since before Oklahoma became a state.
The gnarled oaks, dense stands of trees, and pockets of prairie exhibit a unique aesthetic that only exists
in this region of the country. While some, unaware of their value, refer to these trees as “scrub oaks”, these
post oaks and blackjack oaks that dominate the tree species palette in the Cross Timbers are the very trees
that have witnessed many milestones in Oklahoma’s history.
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PO T E N T I A L R E M NA N T FOR E ST
In 2003, the City of Edmond assessed layers of historical data to track the changes in forest canopy over the
last 100 years. Known as the Sensitive Areas Study, this assessment identified areas referred to as “potential
remnant forest” that may have remained forested since prior to Oklahoma’s settlement in 1889. These areas
are considered highly valuable to our communit y both historically and ecologically. In addition to the
cultural value of possibly ancient trees, established forests are very efficient at providing environmental
services. Potential remnant forest areas are shown in green in the graphic below.
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T R EE SPECIE S OF T HE CROSS T IMBER S ECOT Y PE
Dominant Species
Common Name
blackjack oak
post oak

Botanical Name
Quercus marilandica
Quercus stellata

Primary Associates
Common Name

Botanical Name

Common Name

Botanical Name

American elm
black hickory
black oak
black walnut
buckbrush
burr oak
Chickasaw plum
chinquapin oak
chittamwood
eastern redcedar

Ulmus americana
Carya texana
Quercus velutina
Juglans nigra
Symphoricarpos orbiculatus
Quercus macrocarpa
Prunus angustifolia
Quercus muehlenbergii
Sideroxylon lanuginosum
Juniperus virginiana

hackberry
pecan
persimmon
redbud
red elm
roughleaf dogwood
shumard oak
smooth sumac
sugarberry
winged elm
winged sumac

Celtis occidentalis
Carya illinoinensis
Diospyros virginiana
Cercis canadensis
Ulmus rubra
Cornus drummondii
Quercus shumardii
Rhus glabra
Celtis laevigata
Ulmus alata
Rhus copallinum

T HE BE N EF I T OF VA LU I NG T R EE S
The importance of trees goes far beyond historical value and legacy. Trees increase property values.
Shoppers are drawn to businesses with more trees and full landscapes, and tend to stay for a longer
period of time. When strategically planned around, forested areas and trees can serve as architectural
design elements that frame spaces, provide shade, and direct activities. Trees provide a variety of
physical and mental health benefits, and areas with more trees also see social improvements.
T R EE S I NCR E A SE PROPERT Y VA LU E

- High amounts of tree canopy cover in residential areas increase property values by 9%
- New developments that preserve mature tree canopy have property values up to
		 18% higher than those that do not
- Tree cover on undeveloped acreages of land can increase property value by 22%
- Presence of large trees in a yard can add up to 15% to home values throughout a neighborhood.
- Homes adjacent to open spaces or parks with natural features have an 8-20% higher
		 value than similar properties that are not.
- Costs associated with incorporating tree preservation areas into a development may
		 often be recovered through faster sales and higher prices for homes on wooded lots.
T R EE S BOOST BUSI N E S S

- Rental rates for commercial properties with quality landscapes are often up to 7% higher
- Consumers are willing to spend 9-12% more in commercial areas surrounded by trees.
- A multi-family unit with a view of trees/natural areas could go for 4.9% more than one without.
- Shoppers will drive further to visit a commercial district with trees and will stay longer
		 once they arrive.
- Views of the natural world from windows help to reduce stress, boost productivity,
		 improve job satisfaction, and improve attention span for workers.
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Forested areas provide a variety of environmental services in the areas of water and air quality, flood
mitigation, biodiversity, and more. While individual trees provide many of these benefits on their own,
an ecosystem as a whole functions much more efficiently and effectively. Sensitive to disturbance, the Cross
Timbers is an established, thriving ecosystem that takes a long time to develop and a long while to restore
once disturbed. Once damage has occurred, this ecosystem is at great risk for further disturbance.
PU BL IC I N T ER E ST
Citizens of Edmond have consistently expressed their concerns about loss of natural areas, trees, and
habitat, even as long ago as 1998, during “Tomorrow’s Edmond: A Community Dialog”. Feedback from
this community visioning project resulted in identifying key issues that emphasize preservation of green
spaces and environmental protection.
As a direct result of these discussions, Edmond took steps to become a Tree City USA and Tree Line USA
and established the Edmond Urban Forestry Commission. Through study of the urban forest and advancements in urban forestry programs, the landscape standards in Title 22 have evolved into a flexible code that
seeks to encourage retention of natural areas and existing trees, creating healthy landscapes and contributing to the benefits of trees and landscapes throughout the city. Urban Forestry often hears from residents
who express that one of the main reasons they chose to live in Edmond was because of the trees.
T R EE CA NOP Y
All of the trees in Edmond, naturally occurring or planted, make up our “Urban Tree Canopy”. Urban
Tree Canopy is defined as a measure which, when viewing trees from above, refers to the amount of leaves,
limbs and stems that shelter the ground. It is expressed as a percentage of ground area that is covered by
tree crowns.
In 2012, Edmond conducted an initial Urban Tree Canopy assessment. The assessment revealed that overall, Edmond has a healthy amount of tree canopy coverage. However, different land uses were also assessed
and some concern arose over the relationship between this overall coverage and the canopy coverage of the
Undeveloped land use, which makes up nearly half of Edmond’s total land area. The Undeveloped areas
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Edmond Tree Canopy Goal
“Implement and continue policy and programs that
strive to increase tree canopy into the Optimal range
currently show one of the highest amounts of Urban Tree Canopy. Tree clearing in these areas with future
(>40%),
while
preventing
tree canopy
levels
falling
development
would significantly
impact Edmond’s
ability to maintain
thisfrom
healthy level
of tree canopy and
the
important
ecosystem
services
provided.
View
edmondok.com/treecanopy
for
more
information
about
below the Baseline (37-40%) into the Critical range
the current status of tree canopy in Edmond. In response to the results of Urban Tree Canopy assessment,
(<37%).
Reassess
canopy
cover every 2-3 years in order
Edmond City
Council set a Tree
Canopy benchmark:
toand
gauge
progress.”
“Implement and continue policy
programs
that strive to increase tree canopy into the Optimal range
(>40%), while preventing tree canopy levels from falling below the Baseline (37-40%) into the Critical
range (<37%). Reassess canopy cover every 2-3 years in order to gauge progress.”
EDMON D T R EE CA NOP Y BE NCHM A R K

43

Tree Canopy - Edmond City Limits

42
Optimal (Growth)

Tree Canopy Range (%)

41
40
39

38.5

38

Baseline (Maintenance)

37.3

37
36

35.9
Critical (Decline)

35
34
33

2012

2017

2018

Assessment Year
Low End of Range

High End of Range
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Average Canopy

There are many ways to support tree canopy in Edmond. Strategically planning a development around
forested areas can feature the natural amenity of a property. New landscape designs incorporating
appropriately selected trees that are planted properly can encourage healthy landscapes that will thrive
into the future. Enhancing Urban Tree Canopy in Edmond requires a community effort that lies on all
of our shoulders. Will you help to conserve and enhance Edmond’s landscapes so that we can continue
to experience vital benefits from natural ecosystems through future generations?

PL ANNING AHEAD | DEV ELOPER S
Taking trees and forested areas into account during the earliest planning stages of a development project is
essential to maximizing economic, environmental, health, and social benefits. Considering trees and natural areas early on will help to identify natural assets that can reduce the amount of new landscape needed
and save time during the site plan process. Some of the actions that can result in direct ordinance benefits
are outlined below.
Engage forestry and landscape professionals to maximize the Code benefits. Planning around
natural features can result in lower landscape requirements, generous multipliers for preservation credit,
and a landscape that effectively meets the code with ease. In certain cases, ordinance does require an
assessment to be performed by a qualified professional. Involving these professionals from the beginning
can help meet goals for the development, while embracing benefits that are missed if professionals are
not engaged until later.
Use trees or forested areas as buffers. Trees make great natural buffers adjacent to different
land uses, between businesses, along the road and when connecting other green spaces. When claiming
preservation credit, trees that are within a buffer area can receive extra plant units, on top of the base amount
for preservation. Identify these areas before the site layout is delineated in order to maximize
tree preservation credit.
Preserve trees native to the Cross Timbers. Similar to buffer areas, Edmond’s tree preservation
ordinance provides additional plant units for Cross Timbers species. Identify these areas at the beginning
of site design and work around them to receive extra credits toward landscaping, reducing the amount of
new plant material required for the project.
Preserve forested areas and native plant communities, especially those in excess of 10,000
sq. ft. and a minimum width of 100 ft. Areas meeting these parameters are eligible for deduction
from calculations used to figure the required landscape, which will otherwise include the entire lot area.
This
deduction can lower landscape area and plant unit requirements by quite a bit.
Identify significant specimen trees and opportunities to highlight them in the project.
Existing trees are eligible for preservation credit. Additionally, multipliers for trees in buffer areas or
of Cross Timbers species may be applied to them as well. Sometimes a site will include a tree of unusual
or outstanding stature. These types of trees make great focal points on a property. Edmond residents
see value in retaining the natural character of a site, and it is difficult to replace the unique cultural
value of such specimen trees once they are removed or damaged.
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Consider how existing trees and forested areas can be used to contribute benefits such as
energy conservation, slope stability, and attractiveness. Large, established trees provide many
times more benefits than newly planted trees. A stand of trees on the west side of a building offers savings
on cooling costs. Existing trees are ready to contribute this benefit immediately, whereas newly planted
trees will take time to reach a size that will cast large amounts of shade. Trees on a slope help to hold the
soil in place, reducing the need for erosion control measures. There are many potential ways to work
trees into a site as infrastructure, rather than just a beautification element.
L A N DSCA PE OR DI NA NCE R EF ER E NCE S

View the following landscape ordinance sections to learn about benefits for incorporating
natural amenities into your site plan:
Deduction of Forested Areas or Native Plant Communities – 22.6.1(D)(5)
Tree Preservation (and multipliers) – 22.6.1(D)(6)
Tree Resource Evaluation – 22.6.1(D)(4)
Once these amenities are identified on the site then you are ready to move forward with evaluating
them, by hiring a qualified professional to perform a Tree Resource Evaluation and/or draft a
Tree or Native Area Preservation Plan.

PL AN DESIGN | DESIGNER S
Collaboration is key to enhancing a site through natural amenities. Involving specialized professionals can
improve the success of a project in a number of ways, by:
•0 Minimizing plan review time and demonstrating concern to meet the intent of municipal ordinance
•0 Identifying valuable natural features and ways they can benefit the project
•0 Recommending best management practices and standards for properly protecting natural assets,
0 helping to ensure they receive credit through the landscape ordinance.
WAYS TO COL L A BOR AT E
Edmond’s Title 22 landscape ordinances require collaboration with qualified professionals when certain
materials are submitted to the City. Such instances include the preparation and submittal of Tree Resource
Evaluations, Tree Preservation Plans, and Landscape Plans, laid out in Title 22.6.1(D)(2).
T R EE R E SOU RCE E VA LUAT IONS

Tree Resource Evaluations are required for certain site plan applications, and when used voluntarily they
can help to identify natural features that may provide value to a project for preservation credit and strategic use. Performing this evaluation early and then planning around the natural elements as soon as they
are identified can increase the success of implementing a preservation plan.
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T R EE PR E SERVAT ION PL A N PR EPA R AT ION

Once natural amenities on a site are identified, working with an experienced professional is essential when
delineating the preservation area and creating a plan for successfully protecting it, before site preparation
creates irreparable disturbance.
L A N DSCA PE PL A N DE SIGN

Qualified designers possess a seasoned understanding of good design concepts, potential site constraints,
and the growth requirements of many different types of plants that are adapted to the area. Engaging a
Landscape Plan Design professional early in the process can help to identify potential issues that may
conflict with landscape compliance while they are still easy to correct.
A PPROV ED PROF E S SIONA L S
PROFESSIONA L
T Y PE
L andscape Architect

L ANDSCA PE
PL ANS

T REE RESOURCE
E VA LUATION

T REE PRESERVATION
PL ANS

*

*

*

Registered Forester		

*

*

ISA Cer tified Arborist		

*

*

Pre-Approved Others

*

*

*

PROF E SSIONA L S TOOL K I T
T R EE R E SOU RCE E VA LUAT IONS (22.6.1(D)(4))

Tree Resource Evaluations identify trees and forested areas that should be considered during project
planning and design, so that they are incorporated into the site layout. By considering these resources in
the early stages of site design, chances of incorporating tree conservation successfully are much greater.
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This assessment differs from the tree survey that is performed as a part of a tree preservation plan, in that
it provides more general information about the trees existing on a property, relating to Cross Timbers ecosystem and potential remnant forest (see pages 2-4), significant and unique trees/stands of trees, and forested areas that could serve as buffers or linkages. In some cases, a report based on the evaluation must be
provided to the Urban Forestry Department. Specific instances include site plan applications where the site
has an existing tree canopy cover of 20% of the total site area or greater, or a parcel containing any amount
of potential remnant forest.
PR E SERVAT ION OF NAT U R A L A ME N I T IE S
T Y PE S OF PR E SERVAT ION

Through preservation, a designer can maximize the tree, forest, and other native plant resources existing
on a site. The Tree Resource Evaluation will help with guiding this effort by identifying trees or areas that
should be preserved. Edmond’s landscape ordinance offers several ways to benefit from preservation. To
take advantage of these benefits, a preservation plan (see pages 14-16) must be provided to Urban Forestry,
and the area must be protected throughout the duration of construction.
FOR E ST ED A R E A/ NAT I V E PL A N T COM MU N I T Y DEDUC T IONS (22.6.1(D)(5))

Forest or native plant community areas that meet certain requirements are eligible for deduction from
calculations used to figure the overall required landscape. Forested areas may include trees of any type,
and native plant communities refer to ecosystems such as woodlands or prairie areas with native grasses.
Deducted areas must meet the following criteria:
• The stand of trees or native vegetation must be of maturity, density, condition and
		 vigor to maintain the ecosystem’s health after development of the site
• Maintenance of the area and its surroundings must not compromise the
		 health of the ecosystem or stand composition
• Plant cover within the area must spread at least 10,000 sq. ft. without
		 any interruptions, including from easements.
• The area must be at least 100 feet wide from any edge, with no easements running
		 through that area. An easement will be considered as the edge of an area.
• Protection of the area throughout the development process must comply with
		 standards set forth in this guide (see pages 14-16)
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Since deducted areas will be used to reduce landscape requirements, plant material within the deducted
area will not be eligible for plant unit credit toward required landscaping. It is the expectation of the Urban
Forestry Department that any Forested Area or Native Plant Community deducted will be treated as
preservation and maintained in a natural state going forward (see Landscape Maintenance Brochure).
Area Deduction Example

Total area eligible for deduction

Not eligible for deduction

Minimum qualifying size eligible for deduction

Utility easement
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TREE PRESERVATION CLAIMED FOR CREDIT (22.6.1(D)(6))

If a forested area does not meet the criteria for deduction from site landscaping calculations, trees within
that area may instead be claimed for plant units toward the site’s landscape requirements. Developments
can benefit greatly from preserving trees rather than planting new ones, due to the higher plant unit values
(especially when factoring in the multipliers discussed on page 14).
Tree Surveys
In order to claim plant units for preserved trees, a tree survey must be performed and provided to the
Urban Forestry Department alongside the Tree Preservation Plan (see pages 14-16). Tree surveys include
DBH (Diameter at Breast Height or 4.5’ above ground level, rounded to the nearest inch), species, quantity,
and plant units calculated from the table in Title 22.6.1(D)(6). Trees claimed for credit should be shown and
labeled on a plan drawing as well, either individually or with tree preservation areas indicated if many are
grouped together.
Preservation areas in excess of 3 acres are considered “stands”, and will not require every tree within the
area to be measured. A stand is a term in forestry used to describe a grouping of trees with similar ages,
species and site characteristics. When performing a tree survey on a stand of trees, a sampling method
known as “fixed plot sampling” should be utilized.
Fixed Plot Sampling
In fixed plot sampling, random points are selected within the stand of trees to be preserved. These points
are the centers of 1/10th acre fixed plots, and will be used to determine the sample areas for the tree survey.
The number of points located is based on the size of the stand, and locations should be selected on a map or
aerial photo before traveling to the site or measuring the plot, to ensure unbiased selection of trees for the
sample. One fixed plot should be surveyed for every three acres in the stand of trees.
N U MBER OF PL O TS

A RE A OF FOREST STAND (ACRES)

NUMBER OF FIX ED PLOTS

Less than 3

Count ever y tree 2” DBH or greater

3

1

4–8

2

9 –10
Less than 10
		

3
(Number of acrea) / 3
Round to nearst whole number

Once the plot centers are identified, follow these procedures when
performing the sample tree survey:
• Mark the plot center with a survey stake and flagging labeled with the plot number.
•
		
		
		
		

Measure 37.24 feet from the plot center, which will serve as the plot radius.
Use flagging to mark a nearby tree that represents the outer edge of the plot.
Walk around the perimeter of the plot marking the edge trees, 37.24 feet
from plot center. Leave flagging in place for Urban Forestry to perform
a verification survey.
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•
		
		
		

Trees with at least half of their trunk diameter within the edge of the plot radius
should be surveyed. Measure DBH on all qualifying trees within the plot. Record
their species and DBH on a table. Cottonwood and eastern red cedar less than 12”
DBH shall not receive credit for preservation.

Plot Sampling Example

Each Circle = 1 Tree

37.24 ft radius

OUT
IN

Determining Plant Unit Value for Fixed Plot Samples
Once trees within all fixed plots have been surveyed, plant units may be determined by extrapolating
the representative sample data for the entire stand of trees.
Surveys with One Fixed Plot: If only one sample was taken, multiply the results by ten to determine
the number of trees within each species/DBH grouping on one acre, then multiply by the number of
acres within the stand to determine the total number of trees in the stand.
Surveys with Multiple Fixed Plots: If multiple plots were surveyed, combine the results for all samples within species/DBH groupings and multiply by ten. Divide by the number of plots surveyed to determine the
number of trees within each species/DBH on one acre. Next, multiply by the number of acres in the stand.
Once the number of trees in the sample plots have been extrapolated to represent the entire stand, determine the number of plant units for the preservation area. This may be done by multiplying the quantities of
trees within each species/DBH group by the plant unit values shown on the table found in Title 22.6.1(D)(6).
The sample must provide an accurate depiction of trees within the preservation areas, so the more points
used, the more accurate the results. The table representing sample size shown previously is the minimum
allowable. Urban Forestry will perform verification surveys during the Site Plan Review process to
confirm accuracy.
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Multipliers
An additional 25% multiplier of the base plant units may be claimed for preservation that meets either
of the following criteria:
• Tree species native to the Cross Timbers ecosystem (see page 4)
• Preserved trees within a buffer area. A buffer area includes land area between the edge
		 of any past or future construction activities and the property lines of the site.
If trees in a preservation area qualify for both of these criteria, the 25% multiplier may be applied twice,
for a total 50% multiplier of the base points.
PR E SERVAT ION CR EDI T USI NG MU LT IPL IER S

TREE
PRESERVED

BASE
POINTS

CROSS TIMBERS
SPECIES

WITHIN
BUFFER ARE A

MULTIPLIED
VALUE

2.0”–3.9”

15

.25

.25

22.5

4.0 – 8.9”

20

.25

.25

30

17.5

.25

.25

26.25

15

.25

.25

22.5

9.0 –13.9 inch
14” and greater

PRESERVATION PLANS FOR TREES, FORESTED AREA, AND NATIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES
Both methods of preservation require a preservation plan prepared by a qualified professional, as laid out
in Title 22.6.1(D)(2). The objective of a preservation plan is the successful conservation of tree and native
plant resources on a site through planning around the areas, setting adequate protection measures in
place throughout the duration of construction, and performing post-construction maintenance.
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PL A N EL E ME N TS

Tree preservation plans shall be prepared in accordance with the latest version of ANSI A300 Part 5.
All preservation plans should be integrated with the site plan (including grading and demolition plans)
that are submitted for Site Plan Review and should include the following:
• Locations of all trees and native plant communities to be retained. If fixed plot sampling was
		 used, the plot centers should be shown as well.
• The location of root protection zones and their barriers. Materials specified for barriers should
		 include t-posts and bright orange, poly-propylene fencing, at a minimum.
• Detail drawings and specifications for preservation methods and devices
• Location and detail of soil erosion controls adjacent to protection zone barriers. Soil erosion
		 control measures are not an acceptable substitution for preservation zone barriers.
• Schedule of implementing preservation practices as it relates to phases of site development.
• If trees within a preservation area are claimed for plant unit credit, data from the tree
		 survey should also be included on the plan. This includes a table with species, DBH,
		 quantity of trees within each species/DBH grouping, and plant units.
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PR E SERVAT ION SPECIF ICAT IONS

Preservation plans should contain direction related to placement of protection zone boundaries,
materials used for barriers, signage, and information about prohibited activities within the
protection zone (See “Implementing the Preservation Plan” for more detail, on page 20).
Protection zone boundaries shall be located at the drip line of the edge trees within a preservation
area, or at the edge of another type of native plant community claimed for deduction, at minimum.
The drip line is the point on the ground beneath the furthest extent of a tree’s branches.
City of Edmond Tree Protection Detail
Crown drip line or other limit of Tree Protection area. See
tree preservation plan for fence alignment.

Notes:
1- See specifications for additional tree
protection requirements.
2- If there is no existing irrigation, see
specifications for watering requirements.
3- No pruning shall be performed except
by approved arborist and in accordance
with ordinance standards.
4- No equipment shall operate inside the
protective fencing including during fence
installation and removal.
5- See site preparation plan for any
modifications with the Tree Protection
area.
Tree Protection
fence: 4' min. height HDPE or
steel barrier fence.
Steel posts, 6' min.
length, 8' max spacing

4'-0"

Notification placed in
prominent locations.

5" thick
layer of mulch. Mulch
must not be placed in
contact with tree trunk.

KEEP OUT
TREE
PROTECTION
AREA

The soil surface within the
protection area must remain
undisturbed. Excavation and
fill soil is prohibited within the
protection area.

SECTION VIEW

URBAN TREE FOUNDATION © 2014

TREE PROTECTION

OPEN SOURCE FREE TO USE
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POST CONST RUC T ION M A I N T E NA NCE PL A NS

A preservation plan should also include information about post-construction maintenance of the preservation area. See more information about required, ongoing maintenance under “Natural Area Management”
within the Landscape Maintenance Brochure.
N EW L A N DSCA PE PL A NS
Any project that goes through Edmond’s Site Plan Review process must submit a detailed landscape
plan that meets the standards described in Title 22.6.1(D). The Site Landscaping standards include
requirements related to professionals that are approved to design landscape plans for these projects,
and the plan elements that must be included on submittals.
PA R K I NG A R E A L A N DSCA PE S

Title 22.6.1(C)(8) discusses requirements for landscape area and trees within parking areas. See the
figures and table below for more information about required interior landscape areas.

Examples of Parking Area Landscapes
Required
Perimeter Buffer

Street Right of Way

Property
Line

Sidewalk

Reduced
Perimeter Buffer
Sidewalk

Permeable Pavement
Terminal Island

Interior Island
10.0'

Permeable Pavement

Median Island

Permeable Pavement

Building
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PA R K I NG A R E A L A N DSCA PE DI ME NSIONS
INTERIOR L ANDSCA PE
A RE A T Y PE

MINIMUM
W IDT H (F T )

MINIMUM
A RE A (SQ F T )

PERIME TER BUF FER

10

N/A

INTERIOR ISL AND

12

20 0

TERMINA L ISL AND

12

20 0

MEDIAN ISL AND

10

N/A

PL A N T M AT ER I A L

Plant unit values for new plant material are based upon types identified in the American Standard for
Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1).
SPECIE S DI V ER SI T Y

A healthy urban forest consists of a broad mixture of tree species, sizes and ages. Title 22 recommends
that no single tree species account for more than 33% of the new tree plant units on sites where 150 or
more tree plant units are required. By incorporating a varied species palette, landscapes are more resistant
to pest and disease epidemics and contribute unique benefits and aesthetic interest to the property and
surrounding areas. Consideration of native species in plantings can help to conserve our native Cross
Timbers forest type. For more information about the Cross Timbers, view page 4.
SI T E CA L CU L AT IONS

Instructions for calculating required landscaping may be found in Title 22.6.1(D)(3). A “required
landscape calculator” may also be downloaded from Urban Forestry’s web site at Edmondok.com/
landscape.
Required Landscape Plan Elements (Title 22.6(D)(2)(d))
i. The date, scale, north arrow, project name, name of Landscape Architect/designer and
name of the owner/developer.
ii. Master plan for multi-phase developments within the same parcel.
iii. The location of property lines, dimensions of the tract, and measurement of total lot area.
iv. Delineated area of development.
v. Parking requirement calculations.
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vi. Site Features:
a. Existing and proposed public easements and infrastructure
		 within or adjacent to the lot.
b. Existing forested areas and trees committed to preservation,
		 regardless of credit received.
c. The approximate center line of all existing water courses.
d. The location and size of existing and proposed drive aisles,
		
streets and alleys, parking areas and other improvements
		 to the site.
e. Existing and proposed sidewalks on or adjacent to the lot.
f. Proposed and existing structures remaining on the property.
g. Existing topography and proposed grading.
vii. Proposed Landscaping:
a. Identification and measurement of deducted Forested Areas or
		 Native Plant Communities as defined by 22.6.1(D) (5).
b. Calculations for total lot area, landscape area required,
		 and plant units required.
c. Layout of plant material provided for plant unit credit.
d. Plant symbols drawn to scale within approximately 20%
		 of the mature size expected of the species.
e. Chart specifying plant common and botanical name,
		 material minimum size specifications, credit claimed
		 towards required total, frontage, evergreen, and tree plant units.
f. A tree planting detail compliant to ISA specifications and a shrub
		 planting detail if shrubs are used.
SPECI A L DIST R IC TS

In addition to Edmond’s general Site Landscaping standards, Title 22 includes provisions for special districts in later sections of the Chapter 6 Site Design Standards. It is important to always verify whether a
project is located within a special district, which may result in additional/different landscape requirements.
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INSTALL ATION | CON TR ACTOR S|PROPERT Y M A NAGER S
The success of a preservation or planting plan depends upon the attentive use of proper techniques for
installation and maintenance. Adequate protection measures and post-construction maintenance for a
preservation area can result in a healthy ecosystem that continues to grow and regenerate for many years
down the road. Attention to detail when installing new plant material can result in less transplant shock
and fewer stressors for trees that are growing in an already harsh environment.
IMPL E ME N T I NG T HE PR E SERVAT ION PL A N
Any tree or native plant area committed to preservation must be buffered from construction activities
through the installation of a Protection Zone. These protection measures must be set in place throughout
the duration of construction, in accordance with the following standards:
•
		
		
		

At a minimum, Protection Zones shall consist of bright orange poly-propylene fencing
along the perimeter of the area to be preserved. When protecting trees, the perimeter
must be located no closer to the trunk of a tree committed to preservation than the drip
line. Fencing must be attached to posts every 6’, pulled taut.

• Protection Zones must be in place as soon as access to the area is obtained.
• No activity whatsoever shall take place within a Protection Zone. This includes, but is not
		 limited to: grading, storage of equipment and materials, pedestrian access, vehicular traffic,
		 and waste disposal.
It is the contractor’s responsibility to maintain Protection Zones and prevent damage and activity within
them throughout the duration of construction, in whatever way necessary. Protection Zones will be subject
to inspection by the City at any point in the construction process. Protection materials must be removed
from the site at project completion, but only after all construction activities have subsided. Sod should not
be placed within 6’ of a preserved tree’s trunk; however, mulch may be used as a ground cover within this
area if needed.
I NSTA L L I NG N EW L A N DSCA PE S
At times, plan modifications are needed due to extenuating circumstances. In these instances, a revised
plan must be submitted to Urban Forestry for approval, prior to installation. Sizes and locations of plant
material installed must match what is shown on the plan.
PL A N T I NG T ECH N IQU E S

Trees shall be planted in accordance with the latest version of standards in ANSI A300 Part 6 and the
International Society of Arboriculture’s Best Management Practices, with emphasis on the following
specifications. Trees planted in a manner that does not comply with these specifications shall not be
considered to meet the requirements of the site plan.
• The root collar shall be at, or not more than 2” above surrounding grade, with no soil backfilled
		 on top of the root ball.
• All root ball supporting materials shall be cut-off from the top third of the root ball and removed
		 from the planting hole prior to backfilling.
• Organic mulch shall be applied to a minimum depth of 3”, extending from near, but not touching,
		 the trunk to an area at least twice as wide as the root ball of the tree.
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• Planting technique must correspond to the standard detail below.
• Replant naturally occurring species, through methods such as seedling plantings
• Monitor the natural area. Restoration can potentially take several years, and practices outlined
		 above may need to be repeated over time.
• Title 22.6.1 (D)(8)(a) requires that “all landscaping improvements shall be maintained in a live
		 and healthy condition.”
• Urban Forestry will perform a follow up inspection within one year of final landscape inspection
		 approval. The property owner will be required to correct any ordinance violations identified.
City of Edmond Tree Planting Detail

Top of root ball shall be level with
base of root collar and set within
0"-2" above the grade surrounding
the planting area.

Prior to mulching, lightly tamp soil
around the root ball in 6" lifts to
brace tree. Do not over compact.
When the planting hole has been
backfilled, pour water around the
root ball to settle the soil.

Trunk caliper shall
meet ANSI Z60 current
edition for root ball size.

Each tree must be planted
such that the root collar is
visible at the top of
the rootball

Loosened soil. Dig and turn the
soil to reduce compaction to the
area and depth shown.
4" layer of mulch. Mulch
must not be in contact with tree
trunk and should remain 5" from
root collar.

If in wire basket, remove at
least the top 1/3 of the
basket, burlap, all twine,
and rope from root ball.

Finished grade.

Existing soil.
Slope sides of loosened
soil.
Bottom of root ball rests on
existing or recompacted
soil.

3x widest dimension of root ball.
SECTION VIEW

P-X

TREE w/ BERM (EXISTING SOIL NOT MODIFIED)

URBAN TREE FOUNDATION © 2014
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